
The Radisson Blu hotel project at the Mall of America is among the first hotels in the state to win a LEED designation. (Staff
photo: Bill Klotz)
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Address: 2100 Killebrew Drive, Bloomington

Project cost: $140.6 million

Project size: 500 rooms;578,750 square feet

Owner: Carlson Hotels Worldwide (hotel), City of Bloomington Port Authority (parking)

Contractor: Troy Blizzard, Mortenson Construction
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Contractor: Troy Blizzard, Mortenson Construction

Architect: Mark Swenson, Elness Swenson Graham Architects Inc.

Engineer: Dan Murphy, MBJ Consulting Structural Engineers

Editor’s note: This is the 16th installment in Finance & Commerce’s Top Projects of 2013 series. Read about other
Top Projects here.

Pretty much everything about the Radisson Blu hotel project at the Mall of America was tight: the financing, the site,
the safety precautions and accommodations for the mall’s daily business.

Financing the 500-room hotel and 666 parking spaces proved very tricky, according to Tom Lander, vice president
of Golden Valley-based Mortenson Development. The city of Bloomington used $14.5 million in tax increment
financing bonds for the parking structure; Hennepin County provided $40 million in federal stimulus money;
construction trades pension funds put in another $40 million; and the Carlson organization put up $40 million in
equity.

“It was a very unusual time in the financial market,” Lander said. “We had to use every tool available to make it
work.”

On the construction end, three sides of the hotel came within 10 feet of the mall’s ring road and of the heavily
traveled Killebrew Drive, a main artery into and out of the mall. Neither was shut down during construction.

To build over the mall’s main loading dock, workers enhanced its columns and footings, according to Troy Blizzard,
director of operations for Mortenson Construction. Mortenson also had to build the Macy’s department store a
temporary loading dock on street level.

“It was always part of the plan, but it was just a very tricky part of the plan,” Blizzard said.

Proximity to the nearby Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport also played a role.

“We went as high as we could before we hit the FAA flight path maximum,” said architect Mark Swenson, principal
and president of Elness Swenson Graham Architects Inc. in Minneapolis.

The hotel, which recently received Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Basic certification from the U.S.
Green Building Council, is among the first hotels in the state to win a LEED designation.

Collaboration among all the parties was extraordinary, according to Blizzard and Paul Mittendorff, principal and vice
president of ESG.
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“It was really an incredible collaborative process by all of those parties,” Blizzard said. “It was a big team effort.”

See below for a slide show of the Radisson Blu:

Radisson Blu
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